EDITORIAL - FINANCIAL

EDITORIAL - FINANCIAL | Ne $
w Pork Sribome
i | AUTOMOBILES
= - -
RT L EIGHT PAGES L — = : e e —
PART PAGES. 14:F-1 SUNDAY. SEPTEMBER 24, 1916, PART 1L EIGHT PAGES.

WILL GERMANY SHORTEN HER LINES IN THE WEST?
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THE WESTERN FRONT.
£ Black shows country now oceupied by the Allies.
A—Arras-Cambrai-St. Quentin position. B—Lille-Mézieres (Charleville) position. (*— Antwerp-Brussels-Namur-Méziéres (Charleville) position.
mom w & ® ®First reserve line of defence. s ~ccond veserve line of defence. ass e e Third reserve line of defence.
i o virnd 1r b Yalkans excent ir tha nrEe 3o 3 | fieinl statements 3 aneedine s lave of whi the eclass of 10918 11 he e vory sant and 1 ave to
By FRANI\_ H‘ SIMONDD, ...!J... the Balkans ’T pt in the pre 1 { l_l_. tatements in cor ling T[_‘b 1 \_r h 1 ass of ..:Tlmfn : vory (?(a__qiﬂ.“nl\h_l. 1 “];,. to
! 1 : ve of per greater than those yet Ir | i ross villapee, not tardily, as at first, bul Now, 1 this view of the Iren the or to the ntwerp-sleuse
A or ff 1 " . = - 4 R 1 - .
uthor o The Great War. few. e ri of P =, vutting promptly, all point toward a deci or eorveet, and it is naturally based upon a ling But St. Quentin and Cambrai are
But to o back behind the Meuse and one after another of the roads and rail- t} part of German high command to very wide range of d e miles away now, and
. ( ¢ T T " thence along the French frontier, or even road upon wi lepend. " in this sector, to hold dence, there will be a of the twenty miles i2 a tremendous distance 13
Copyright 1916—The Tribune Ass'n. Lane : : . . : r .
P g behind the Verdun-Meézierss-Namur-Brus One interest | important conse-'or possible moment, take as German in the West before winter, trench warfare.

Unless the 1 ent is growing shortage men which the - Antwerp line, would give Germany at quence f this g process is that as large a toll as i possible of their oppo- and it will nol be a minor change; it will It is fair to =ay, however, that the
almost at Cier ] rat gign of inevitable defeat. a far more advantageous position it proceeds | the German line. nents, but to retire at the final moment be a retirement far behind the present Allied offensive on the Somme has already
therte es on the W rn { ' to find a00.000 to Te | he now holds over much of her Instead of a eomparative Iy straight front, rather n 1o counter-attack, as the front and the eva all of France. proved the most successful effort of the

ind 1, y Te] I
After nearly two vears, ir the Germans and their oe Western front and a upward of a thei i the form of a econcave | h did in the eritical hours before  Again, if the Ger are as short of sort on the Western front. It has far ex-
ire lines have er ; N w0 to find not 1 than 250.0 t shorter her present {ront, decpening all the time a the men as the French General Staff believes, ceeded the Ve operation in progress,
18N have also to find not “ vin 250,000 \ y ; ! . ) 2 : : g
{ : | I front from Verdun to Nieuport. And on Allies drive more 3 d mor o it. Th | ot nossible to forecast the extent then there may be: al disaster when and, unlike the Verdun operation, it is show-
ange from . iy wumantan thrust. In otner .. olitical side. while most Germans still extension of the line Hires more men s (rerman retreat, the retreat begin s what happened ing evidences of greater pawer at the close
¢ has come when ail A expect to hold the Polish conquests and to defend then e themselves, in may be anything like a general . to Lee hefore Ri He held on with of the third month than it did at the end

i e T nEiGerase) & eep the road to Constantinople apen. the many  cases  emd ey trenches, are Wen It e to see change ir cient numnrbers after his mil’- of the first. The gains in recent days
hange is imminent. And ever Lierma time has passed when many expect to weaker than the original f Thus, to- slight, for many . tary judgment counselled a retreat, be- have been un nd they have
smment there has b Jr e found the major part of them already in keep any portion of France or Helgium the German lines in the Per Yet it is clear that in cert cause political considerations prevented dizclosed & per orary weak-
that some change is expected, the days since the attack on Verdun, If Germany is running ghort of men, if ) ¢ probably a dozen or fifteen this limited retreating will the abandonment of the Confederate capi- ness on the part of Germans which

This chanpe is viewed in different vhich ecost 500,000 casualties, actually she feels the immediate need of an army miles longer than they were at the start.  pel retirements in adioinit One of the beft informed of my cor- has taken the world by s
by various observers. R nea begn of 250,000 men, and a';::‘.T.-'. find them in It is necessary to emphasize | fa t | :lli-_::!‘u 'II'I.;1 s whi 0 m 1'. pondents r tly expressed !!:«-‘ helief The Crisis for Austria.
thers are two sets of vies Mok 2 Tow Now Too Faw Meii ker own depots, then it is clear that she that in eltow” writers have already decided that the Ger- that & general German retreal w uld cost 1 '3

R = : ; . can find them only by shortening her are not yet i immediate denee= of mans will stand on the A ambrai-St. 100,000 prisoners and a colossal loss of " 'H¢ TO0E U fhe pperit
well informed military critics 1t This many believe to be impossible, In x L . % = - 5 . : . n . 1 East and the South are likely

= e L~ SR Impossibie. AN wostern front, but that by such a shorten- ¢nvelopment.  The neck of their aalient Quentin-La Fére-Laon Such a re- guns and material, i " -" .
R WA, X S po [i= MELISHOTUR; “LUE Y- ' SaRst t Germany 15,0 che would release the requisite number between Péronne and the Oise east of St. tirement would in g the Germans a  lLater reports from the S froret,| UL intiuence Upon the ProErese
‘_ mean the evacuation of practically all now holding all her lines with too few of men and strengthen her Western front Quentin, is ill twenty-five miles wide; it line b i straicht: it would partic y from the French sid "1' ]‘" e in ine We iy 'I“fl’o
f Northern France, a retreat either to a men; that doing this she i3 running gt the s « time. was more than thirty at the sturt, But is to their communications that the German lines have fad e el are fighting far within Allied
’ - i o . 3 A R - $ " +ak : territory, while in the East the an
¢ running from Verdun behind or ks and that she will soon Thiz is the case of those who expect a some of the roads have nctually cut, shorten the front, which has pierced at certain points t m. r" | o ,I ] ”r' . ans
Meuse ax far as Méziéres (O} . whether she will retire to general retreat in a short time, before the ard for five evond the p iz front been ned and will be still more have been operations rec: g the JI'] H;; ;,“ b -'”'i;:m“ WL I0k BANOYIMG
and thence northwest to | er lines or invite disaster where she first of the year al the latest. Now,on the the roads are under fire of the Aliied guns lengthened if the Allied gnawing goes on fighting in the cpen he fore the end of the ‘_'“'”""- ‘_""'“”[’_"-‘ ave occupied & much
:'.'a.'."'-f:r\'a"i' frontier, or ¢ other eide, the case for the far more re- cannot be uged without grave peril. fe few more weeks. Marne campaign. But, on the other hand, ‘\ihlrﬂ'll\ :lﬁ" '*TT"'{\-' [h“:‘{* nf' : ::”;‘.&
1an ntier, i : : 3 - ‘ , nally, the defeat of the s in Mac
the Meuzs aa far as Namur if Germany is to shorten her lines stricted retreat is this: First of all, the re- This means growing congestion they are not exceedingly short of men [ have bLeen informed from Paris that i iz "'_ n” II SRUOEINA 2 e '1‘_1""'
northwestward. eove i B o e ; is &0 the frons cent Allied advances have made the posi- neck of the saliert It means corr i~ the Germans will not make a general re- aerial observat losed that the '_m,"':_ '\””; )’r.!-g_ahm.t the immediate
¥ iwestward, Vering druE can no qu 1 as to the - : . i % " " . 1 1801 1 O bulps
tach g g } } : ‘foed tion of the Germans in the Noyon “elbow,” ing munitiona and treat. They will not do this because the Germans have constructed tren lines, ™' ]ml - ”if"ma ong Tesher M
hine At sa1t Antwerrs hi can [ at % v sperifieed. To S = H % 5 = . .3 5 i ' ' - *) ste encirele
R DERERT S0NME0L ABVON R o ¢ e ol she whole German position from Péronne supplies, o recasts & day when the moral effect at home would be considerable one hehind the other, for a . mpu: i SRt of The SemabE.
retreat in the =t would bring a length- y : 1 ; ; " : 1 Central fers
Perhaps » Limited Retirement, ksl Fast would bring a length- vt around to Soissons, increasingly further ady of advanee and in France it would be i that there is no ch t,;. ; i e .

The gecond view is th I ening not a shortening of the front, un-| difficult, without yet being actually peril- of not more than ten n ¢ moset, would be the assurance o s will be pierced. s Al r;q.l 51!';-:-.'--{: ot

I'he second view hat the retirement . ; o W p " " 1 change Ir ont on Jest ut
Sill be whalle } o o ; P Germany retired to her own East gus, It will need only a few more such will make the evacuation on it would he Think Allied Losses Too Great " ‘. s‘.. N _Tr HEDDTIR SR ,ﬂh' but the
Z : nouy limited and L 'y un frontier and rizked a new Los- advances /s the !u—'. two of Foch to make aw" ine table. rrance, ar d 0 | '. o t} : i i AR Austria to endure anotaer

he surrender of the territ n tha 1 A i : : R ; N ; n the German side there is a natural year of the war, It aeninst :
i end ‘ " tere ! A= ok ineursion. This is due to the nature the withdrawal from this salient impera- May Hang on Yet. L-;...-- a single hold upe IRisiaas ORSA g 16 o) Ehoities e Hk ’_ :_“I . .?\ "1 ‘_] i AR ’_\”‘“'“
mous MNoyon “elbow”™ or ¢ If ti be country now occupied since the tive. The chances of an ultimate ens lupment mirht serve as the ba for bargair S 4 be 1 --‘ &1 ag _.|[ 1 J“l blows ure lLeing directed,

b f ntry W ed, nee 1 . han an ultims v pment M men; this would be the statement in i anid the teartarn camnaion has
atler view is correct, we presently oo+ Marshes supply u large area that Look nt the map, and you will see that ¢ the Germans in the Noyon salient, un- When the time comes to discuss peace. cs Whava'le this Tste s '_'_. . : h estern: campaign ha for its
see the German front withdrawn until the : s A as the French and British advance east } R : £ i 1 But. in addition, if the Germans retire i sibest b s BB Saer- prime g Germany occupied

Ty TR APSE R e oo be lightly held and do not offer any 7" " e 8L less there is an actual piercing of the lines e NN N 20 i Y tion that the Germmans believe that 0 o1 1

5 : 1) lightl) ¥le. s 3 ; R I ; 4 S T e i i 4 o F o tion that 1 ormmans believe that the on veventing the dispateh

ne passes southeast from Arras or eve . from their present positions they advance gh.ut Péronne and o weh of a fghting over cvery mile the result will be b § Wl o Spaw

heast n AS 01 ! apportunity for attack. 2 P about Péronne and a sudden inrush of a o kol MDA : 5 i 7 Allied losses are so great that the French of German troops to Hungary, Galicia op

Lens to Laon, covering the cities of Dout - o any sacrifice in the Balkans, this across the roads which feed the German pyge French attacking force, are not very the total destruction of the country over . . m i il have to give up their at- Bulgaria. T} 2R O

Cam} s ) it means: the elimi-| positions at { haulnes, at Roye, at Noyon ,...4 A year ago the Russian which they retreat, and the German com- . o oo o b e Sulgaria. The actusl occupation of terris
g d re 1 is impossible, because neans : - g i . gl 1 Ll o . s ! - tacks Lefore they actually make uny sub- tory is, beside this purpose, us

o forts of 1 4 Py T4 Y Trals whose stutesmer and apposite Soissons, The Allies are, In goqonstrated the extreme diffienlty . manders plainly reckon that the French . ... (o 5 ; A 2ol ‘1 s VN, PUV PR Unimporien,

forts of La Fére, from which point it natio of Bulgaria, whos ntesmen - ’ % - 3 stantial progress, because of the cost. Not land t sn but Germans killed ¢

*il ‘ : offvet, carrying a noose around the neck ede . Tavea forens by stmilar v people will presently weary of having all : - : e IL GEFMANS: K164, Capte

il gu southeast to meet the present line Jd change sides at the first sign ol = . ’ veloping large lorces by E AT apera- 8 g ’ v We know that the first two months of the ured « R T +1 .
wlore | anct o B . ( ! t means the loss of & this salient, narrowing the neck steadily (i ne It remains perfectly possible for their northern country turned into a o ¢ b I % g il r wounded—this is the immediate

fore A wd sand JErMan wes T : 1CANS e 58 O g IONs. t main fectly githle fo o _© attack eost the Dritish upware 00000 ponce af the 1 in th 3 X :

re Laon and east of ! i o : i“ Turk, the event and restricting the number of roads and 1o Germans to hang on for some weeks desert and a waste, and the same ru “:. : 1 Janm 11 ard of 200,00 neern of the Allies in the West; and it
o . N aunieration with the urg, b= ' - - ’ L - . ~ . z i casualties, and 1t 15 fa o estimate that would he a mistake ta e T

To support their conte that the re A ; ' . tance and the ruilroads by which the Germans can mu- o if the Allies do not greatly increase cvertake Lille, Roubaix, Tourcoing, St } \l | I-r ; -‘I ite that! would be a mistake to attach much ms
Cregt " s L. il collupse of irkish resistance an e HEs " s voik et : ALY AHALEAE : ot September will cost at least 150,000 more | portunce t« 1widental R

Al will be to the Mousze and t French = : I. | % . i i When the Straits and provision their troops. The ob- i rate of advance. Jut even their Quentn and Laon which has overtal But Germany alon l ' ‘ J . 1 ¥ potapce (5! incldanthl guig iR WRNIT
irantier or even W the Antwerp Namur EYOCE: ¢ ,r ;‘ 7 | el ‘tlul ,. iective of the French is St. Quentin, some ,oocant rate of advance cannot fail t Arras, Soissons, Rheims and Verdun H]”';L & ‘“l‘l' !ITHI"II 50,000 casu- up to the point where these incidental
\ N | Russia can be munitioned at ° ; pres aie oI advante cani : ) * . alties last month, and German effectives oains combine . . ol

Whaidres line, the military uhservers who "r' o '?r-‘: ] It-lq of Russians now twenty miles east of their present front. \nake the Noyon salient untenable before Not a Minor Change rl'.\' ,“w,- W iol 1OTE¢ N n' ] '.I oy '. _\“.-‘I I”m.r” 1810, OB n.g neral retreat
held this onis = bring forward the: fol an a ‘. th nillio ; r‘ 1 g.t-;n i But long Lefors they get to St Quentin inter $ Son Ere il Bl o };‘ Y o 1oy }- not b f1-":1 numer : tl,mn Brit- which will be a confession of growing

ety PEMIE FUFWE e 30 waiting for guns equipped and st L R > . ot 1 . YOU are e p one school of com- 1sh, because of the very much greater weakness | of fail T,
their guns will cut the ronds leading south  he came is true of the smaller Bapaum T ¥ = ’ . Arness and ol {aling resources In man
14 g The same is true of the smaller Bapaume mentators, and they have a strong appeal German losses, 8,250,000 according to of-' power.

First of all they point yion on the road to Berlin.
Turning from theory to fact, we have

seen recently that the entrance of Hu-

IWing arpuments :

YUt that the Germans and their Au

not leas

Miies have lost mince Februnry

than 1500000 killed, wounded a&nd mania had for an immediate consequence
Prisarers, the prisoners alone amounting the dizpateh of Mackensen to the Balkans
W 0000, To replace this huge loss and a quick Teuto-Turk-Bulgar thrust up

inta the Dobrudja, degigned to reassure the

"R wtrain ¢
» rain their recruiting and training 3
4o Turks and Bulgars, protect the Berlin-

arhiner " .
i J ppiy ' {" © mania Nu possibility exists of shorten-

Mion |x disputed, and evidence 18 .0 the line in the Balkuns without losing
Poduced 1, show that the Germans Turkish and Bulgar assistance, and Ger-

e sma|) degree and the Austrians o 4 muny cannot purrender either the mili

able degree are revealing the tary or political advantages ghe has ac-

wrth of Péronne. This is a to credence, the Germans have actually
much worse situation now than the scuth- reached the point where their reserves are
ern position of Noyo under exhausted, Mr, Hilaire Belloe is the best

out of St. Quentin, and it is upon these
roands that the Germans in Noyon, Roye
and Chaulnes depend for their existence.

salient,

Hapaume s

Gnawing Lengthens the Line.

Exactly the same thing on a smaller
seale iv taking place in the bulge Letween
Arras and Péronne.  About Péronne the
French are more than ten miles further
psust than the Germans before Hupaume,
and the British already have under their
guns all the roads which lead out of Ba-
puume and are es ential for the supply of

, troops holding the front west of this,

British fire, and if the Britich are able exponent of this view, and he presents
presently to tuke Con bles and bring their weekly interesting evidence to support it
front east on a level with the French, it This is the French view, the view of the
will no longer be possible for the Germans French officers, fromr Joffre down, the view
to use Bapaume as a centre for supplyving that Joffre has recently expressed hoth
tween Arras and Péronne.  publicly and in private talks with Ameri.
Now, the ndvances of the British and the cans, who have repeated his word to me.
French in the past few days, the diminish-  In the opinion of these men Germany
ing intensity of German counter-attacks has no more men immediately available

their troops b

Meantime it is well to await the con-
clusion of the Western campaign, keeping
mind the prediction of the well-in-
formed French General Staff that by Jan.
uary 1 the Germans will have been come
pelled to retreat on a wide front and evae.
uate most of their French conquests, hell
for more than two years. If this
takes place then it will be fair to conclude
that Germany is suffering from a rapid
lecline in her human resources; so far all
signs point that way, but none of them are

ficial GGerman statistics,
Unless the German calculations are cor-
rect, and the cost of the operation is be- in

yvond the resources of France and Britain,

we fare soon to gee some retirement in the
West, 1t will be gre st
human resources and the conditions in the

1, s Germaon

Balkans and in IHungary and Galicia de- now

termine., Two or three weeks at the
should tell the story as far as the Novon
ond Bapaume salients arve concerned, 1If

the Allies ultimately get Cambrai and St.

nrost

and the growing frankness of Berlin of- gnd will have fow men beforc next spring, | Quentin, then the retirement will have to,yet conclusive
.
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